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rational interests, provided they do not need a physical
body for their expression. A lover of the beauties of
nature can travel rapidly, about a hundred miles per
second, without fatigue, to the loveliest spots in the world ;
another delighting in art has the world's masterpieces at
his disposal, while a student of science has libraries and
laboratories of the world open to him. He can visit all
scientific men and catch their thoughts. For a man who
during earth-life has learnt to delight in unselfish actions
and to work for the good of others, this world will be one
of the most vivid joy and the most rapid progress. To a
man who is both intelligent and helpful, who understands
the conditions of this non-physical existence and takes the
trouble to adapt himself to them, it opens a splendid
vista of opportunities alike for acquiring fresh knowledge
and for doing useful work. In fact, he may do more
good in a few years of that astral existence than ever he
could have done in the longest physical life. Thus there
are ample possibilities both for enjoyment and progress
there.
Q. What of the after-death conditions of those who die
by accident or who have committed suicide ?
Ans. In the first class, there is a great variety ; in the
second, the definite life-period has to be lived out. It is the
period fixed for the working out of the karma of that life
as already explained in Chapter V in connection with the
exact time and manner of a man's death.
When death is by accident, it is not infrequently
the ending planned by the Lords of Karma for that
incarnation ; but sometimes it is not so intended, and the
accident is therefore an interference by new forces brought
to bear on the life—an exercise of initiative by the individu-
al himself (when he chooses to pay a debt, before it is due,

